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*This designation is without prejudice to positions on status, and is in line with UNSCR 1244 and 
the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo declaration of independence. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The MARRI Initiative has served as a hub for migration in the MARRI region (Albania, North Macedonia,      
Bosnia & Hercegovina, Serbia, Montenegro, and Kosovo*) since 2003. During 2020, the presence of       
COVID-19 had a significant impact on migration in the MARRI region affecting refugees, asylum seekers,     
migrants and victims of trafficking. As a result, the MARRI Regional Centre initiated the study ´Analyses of 
COVID-19 influence on migration in the MARRI Participantsµ which was conducted within the regional project 
Preventing and Combating Trafficking in Human Beings financed by BMZ and implemented by GIZ and    
MARRI as strategic partner. . The study identifies the gaps and needs of key migration stakeholders in    
adapting to the    pandemic. In response to the findings of this research, the study recommends actions for 
more efficient implementation of World Health Organization (WHO) recommendations. 

Migrants waiting in line for food at an abandoned customs warehouse in 
Belgrade.   
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This report was prepared by International Advisory Products and Systems (i-APS), in partnership with KS-APS (Kosovo Advisory products 
and Systems), for MARRI RC (Migration, Asylum, Refugee Regional Initiative Regional Center) for the project: Preventing and Combating 
Trafficking in Human Beings, commissioned by the Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ) and implemented 
by the Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) and MARRI as a strategic partner. The opinions expressed in this 
analysis/study are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of the MARRI Regional Centre or GIZ.  

 

SHORT RPORT 

ANALYSIS OF THE INFLUENCE OF 
COVID-19 ONMIGRATION IN THE 
MARRI PARTICIPANTS  



METHODOLOGY 
Research tools were designed to provide analysis of the COVID-19 
influence on migration in the MARRI Participants. The research 
was conducted from October 24 - December 2020 through desk 
research and interviews with relevant stakeholders in all MARRI 
Participant countries across three areas: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Field research was conducted through mixed interviews and ques-
tionnaires with 88 respondents from all MARRI Participants. Across 
all respondents, 60% were conducted using facilitated interviews, 
while 40% were done online/self-administered. Interviews were 
structured in 2 parts: general demographic-oriented questions, 
followed by 21 questions designed to assess the impact of     
COVID-19. Summary of respondent professional affiliation: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Based on the findings of the research study, the research team 
was able to:  

¶ Analyze and assess the impact that the COVID-19 pandemic 
has had on migration in the MARRI region; 

¶ Identify gaps and needs of key migration stakeholders in 
adapting to the pandemic;  

¶ Share good practices for the efficient and effective            
implementation of WHO recommendations and 

¶ Strengthen regional cooperation for addressing migration 
challenges during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Based on good practices in the region, as well as identified gaps, 
the team was able to propose policy recommendations for three   
thematic topics: Irregular Migration, Trafficking in Human Beings 
and Asylum. 

 

DESK RESEARCH  
As of March 2020, the COVID-19 pandemic was spreading in all 
MARRI Participants, as well as across Europe as a whole. 

The European Commission, in its annual reports for each of MARRI 
Participants, recommended that emergency measures taken in the 
context of the COVID-19 pandemic be proportionate, restricted to 
what is necessary and limited in time so that rule of law and      
democratic and human rights standards are respected.   

 

Irregular migration around and in the 
MARRI region  

With the introduction of COVID-19 restrictions,  numbers of irregu-
lar migrants who were prevented from entering, have shown signif-
icant increase in three of the MARRI Participants: Serbia (21,592, 
in  2020), North Macedonia (17,506 in 2020), and Albania (11,199 
in2020) (see chart on the following page). 

The transit and detention centers in the MARRI Participants are 
recognized as high vulnerability points, with the need to counter 
COVID-19.  
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Police guarding migrants stuck in Belgrade, as they seek ways to move to EU.                                                         
(Photo credits: Nemar74, dreamstime.com) 
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